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GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF MERCHANT MARINE 

CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

Resolution No.107-OMI-295-DGMM              Panama, January 6, 2025 

 

THE UNDERSIGNED GENERAL DIRECTOR OF  
MERCHANT MARINE 

pursuant powers granted thereto under the Law, 
 

WHEREAS: 
 

That whereby Law Decree No. 7 dated February 10, 1998 the Maritime 

Authority of Panama is created, and assigns among its duties and 
responsibilities, to recommend policies and actions, to carry out 

administrative acts, and to enforce legal provisions and rules and 
regulations related to the Maritime Sector.  

 
That Article 4, paragraph 7 of Law Decree No. 7 dated February 10, 1998 

states that the Panama Maritime Authority has the role of evaluating and 
proposing to the Executive Branch and other state agencies, as it may so 

require, the measures which are necessary for the adoption of 
international treaties and conventions regarding the activities which 

carried out within the Maritime Sector.  
 

That Article 2, paragraph 5 of Law No. 2 dated January 17, 1980 sets forth 
that the General Directorate of Consular and Ships Affairs, now the 

General Directorate of Merchant Marine, Panama Maritime Authority, shall 

“Ensure strict compliance with legal provisions on seaworthiness, safety, 
hygiene and pollution prevention of the marine environment by all vessels 

under Panamanian Flag wherever they are located, and those under any 
other Flag which are in Panamanian jurisdictional waters, as well as for the 

orderly navigation development in these waters, and to sanction all 
violations and non-compliance with said provisions.”  

 
That Article 30, paragraph 14 of Law Decree No. 7 dated February 10, 

1998 as amended by Article 187 of Law No. 57 dated August 6, 2008 sets 
forth as a function of the General Directorate of Merchant Marine, Panama 

Maritime Authority, “To ensure strict compliance and effective application 
of the legal provisions currently in force in the Republic of Panama, 

International Conventions, Codes or Guidelines on maritime safety, 
pollution prevention and maritime security of its ships.”  

 

That the Republic of Panama adopted the International Convention for the 
Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 by 

enactment of Law No. 41 dated September 12, 2016.  
 

That Article 2, number 4 of the International Convention for the Control 
and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 states that 

the parties shall make efforts to collaborate in the effective 
implementation, application, and compliance thereof.  

 
That Article 19 of the International Convention for the Control and 

Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 states that 
same may be amended after consideration within the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO), or through a Conference held by Contracting 
Governments.  
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That the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) of the 

International Maritime Organization, through Resolution MEPC.369(80) 
dated July 7, 2023 adopted amendments to the International Convention 

for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 
2004 regarding Appendix II (Form of ballast water record book) which 

shall come into force on February 1, 2025.  
 

That to ensure the effectiveness and control of the Panama Maritime 
Administration in the implementation of the amendments to the 

International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast 

Water and Sediments, 2004 it is necessary that the General Directorate of 
Merchant Marine, Panama Maritime Authority keep updated all mandatory 

instruments which the Republic of Panama is a Signatory State thereof, 
therefore,  

 
 

DECIDES AS FOLLOWS: 
 

 
FIRST:   TO ADOPT the amendments set forth in 

Resolution MEPC.369(80) dated July 7, 
2023 of the International Convention for 

the Control and Management of Ships' 
Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 

regarding Appendix II (Form of ballast 

water record book). 
 

SECOND: TO APPLY all legal provisions set forth in 
Resolution MEPC.369(80) dated July 7, 

2023 of the International Convention for 
the Control and Management of Ships' 

Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 
regarding Appendix II (Form of ballast 

water record book), to all ships under the 
Panamanian Registry, in order to unify 

existing practices as appropriate.  
 

THIRD:  The General Directorate of Merchant 
Marine may regulate the content of all 

provisions set forth in this Resolution, or 

to establish all relevant interpretation 
criteria through Circulars or to inform 

thereof through Merchant Marine Notices, 
if applicable and appropriate or if deemed 

necessary for its implementation. 
 

FOURTH:  That the content of this Resolution be 
communicated to all Recognized 

Organizations which are duly authorized 
by the Republic of Panama, owners, ship 

operators, captains and resident agents of 

all ships registered under the Panama 
Flag Registry.  
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FIFTH: This Resolution abolishes all prior provisions 

which are contrary hereto. 

 

SIXTH: This Resolution shall enter into force upon 
its publication in the Official Gazette, 

Republic of Panama. 
 

   
 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No. 2 dated January 17, 1980. 
        Law Decree No. 7 dated February 10, 

1998. 
        Law No. 57 dated Augus 6, 2008. 

 Law No. 41 dated September 12, 2016. 

 
  

 
LET IT BE COMMUNICATED AND COMPLIED WITH, 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ramón Franco M. 
General Director of Merchant Marine  

 
 
SD/JMBC/MR 

 

 
 

 


